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Archaeological watching briefs which have produced no significant
archaeological features or finds are listed below at the end of the relevant
county sections. In each case, the parish/site name is followed by the name of
the individual or organisations that undertook the fieldwork. Some entries
relate to fieldwork undertaken before 2005 but not previously reported.

LEICESTER

All finds and records are deposited with LCMS under the accession number cited
at the end of the entry. Photographic surveys have not been assigned accession
numbers.

The Abbey (SK 604 075) Steve Jones, Richard Buckley

Summer 2005 saw the sixth season of research and training excavations. Since
2003 (TLAHS 78, 143; TLAHS 79, 141–2) the kitchen complex has been the main
focus of study and, with the results gained from this season, it is possible to build
up a reasonably detailed picture of this area. It would appear that over the 400
year life of the abbey there were at least two phases of kitchen building with the
first closely resembling the still-standing kitchen at Glastonbury with similar
hooded oven structures built into each corner. There is also evidence for the
existence of a central hearth. At a later stage, either due to wear and tear or to an
upturn in the abbey’s fortunes, this whole building was demolished, and a new
structure erected slightly to the north, attached to the south wall of the refectory.
Around the outside of these structures were multiple phases of well-built drains
and cobbled yards demonstrating the great importance of water management.
Trial excavations were also made around the main drain leading from the abbey
buildings to the River Soar. Excavation will continue in 2006. A8.2000.

Bede Island (SK 578 032) Paul Cope-Faulkner

A watching brief was undertaken by APS for Barratt East Midlands Ltd. An
undated but probably post-medieval ditch was revealed, together with substantial
industrial debris associated with the former use of the site as a rail-yard. A15.2003.

Trans. Leicestershire Archaeol. and Hist. Soc., 80 (2006)
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Bede Street (SK 579 039) Matt Hurford

An evaluation undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Hallam Contracts and Hazel
Homes, revealed a section of Roman road comprising a series of compact metalled
surfaces with ditches either side, lying close to the existing ground surface near the
Western Road frontage and on the projected line of the Fosse Way. A12.2003.

Braunstone Gate (SK 579 040) Lucy Griffin

An evaluation at 38 Braunstone Gate carried out by ULAS on behalf of LMP
Consultants Ltd confirmed the preservation of significant Roman and medieval
suburban deposits along the street frontage, particularly to the rear of the
development area and with intermittent truncation by cellaring and other modern
disturbance being confined to the frontage itself. Deposits were encountered only
0.6m below the modern ground surface in some areas. A10.2005.

Braunstone Park (SK 560 032) Jim Brown

A walkover survey carried out by NA for Plincke Landscape Architects revealed
the potential location of a Roman road, widespread evidence for the medieval
open field system, features relating to the former 18th century house and gardens,
and evidence for the former military base during World War II.

Castle Street/72, St Nicholas Circle (SK 583 043) Vicki Score

An excavation was undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Victoria Hall Ltd. A
sequence of Roman yard surfaces, pits and possible Roman structures were
recorded, along with several bowl furnaces. These overlay thick silty deposits
containing 1st century pottery, beneath which was a curving gully cut into the
natural sand substratum. At the south-eastern extent of the site the possible line of
a Roman street was uncovered. Three column bases and a series of floor levels
were also recorded along the line of the road, suggesting a portico. A medieval
building or buildings, a sequence of yard surfaces, pits and furnace bases were also
located. A7.2004.

Elbow Lane, Shires West Site 14A (SK 5834 0494) Dan Stone

Between the November 2003 and February 2004, an evaluation was carried out by
ULAS for Hammerson UK Properties plc, on site14A, Elbow Lane. Although parts
of the site had been disturbed by former structures of the 19th and 20th centuries,
fieldwork revealed evidence of archaeological deposits of Roman, medieval and
post-medieval date. Good survival of probable Roman deposits was found during
the course of the evaluation with evidence for a depth of stratified, probably
horizontal, Roman deposits. These appear as possible floor foundations and floor
resurfacing. Although these have been truncated horizontally and by later pitting
to the east, it is possible that Roman building remains could survive to the west
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within this area of the former car park. The area was truncated prior to the
commencement of the accumulation of garden soil when the area was given over
to cultivation, resulting in a depth of garden soil. This appears to be well mixed.
Some medieval or post -medieval pitting is evident to the east, truncating lower
deposits and suggesting possible medieval backyard activity or quarrying. There
are signs of possible structural remains in the form of postholes within these fills.
Post medieval remains of cellar walls, wall and building foundations and modern
services associated with Elbow Lane frontage were seen to the west, north and
south. A25.2003.

Grange Lane (SK 586 038) John Thomas

Following evaluation, an excavation was undertaken by ULAS on behalf of
Coutland Investments Ltd, in an area of the southern suburb of the Roman and
medieval town. A stratified sequence of Roman occupation was located either side
of the projected line of the Tripontium Road. Some of the earliest stratified
remains identified represent part of a small roadside cemetery of the 1st Century
AD, comprising four urned cremation burials, located in the eastern half of the
site. Also in the vicinity of the cremations was a possible example of a Roman
sunken-featured building. 

The majority of the Roman remains indicated roadside occupation to the west
of the Tripontium Road during the 3rd and 4th Centuries AD. At least three
phases of occupation activity were revealed on the site, which, in some areas
resulted in an unexpectedly deep sequence of features and layers. Evidence from
the 3rd century consisted of a scatter of pits and boundary gullies across the site
reflecting domestic or possibly craft activity. During the later 3rd to early 4th
century this was replaced with a cobbled yard surface, which was observed across
the entire site. Concentrations of animal bone littered this yard surface suggesting
butchery or other craft activities. In association with the yard surface a finely
constructed well, at least 4m deep, was located on the northern side of the site.
Near the centre of the site, a well-preserved crop processing feature was also
located. On the southern side of the site a rectangular gap within the cobbled
surface may represent the surviving floor-plan of a wooden building. A scatter of
post holes may also represent the remains of another wooden structure. At some
stage a thick layer of clay was deposited over the western side of the site, partially
covering the cobbled yard surface and some of the disused associated features.
This potentially represents a deliberate raising of the ground surface to provide a
building platform for a structure, perhaps located off the eastern limits of the site.
Also associated with this layer was a square ditched enclosure represented by one
of its corners on the eastern edge of the site, within which was an extensive deposit
of animal limb bones and skulls, all tipped in from the inside of the bounded area.

Medieval occupation was also located including possible plot boundary
ditches, a well and a cess-pit, possibly relating to rear yard activity to properties
that fronted on to Oxford Street. A3.2005
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Junior St (SK 5846 0497) J. Coward, J. Meek

A Level 2 Building Survey of ‘The Chimney Building’ (former Pedura and Corella
Works) was undertaken by ULAS for Thomas Fish and Sons Ltd, in advance of
proposed conversion and alteration to residential accommodation. The building
has been recently added to the Listed Buildings Register at Grade II. The alterations
and redevelopment proposals have been granted Listed Building consent.

Fig. 1. The North East Quarter of Roman Leicester showing the Sanvey Gate 
(Insulae V and VI) (top) and Vine St (Insula XI) (bottom) sites. Main Roman features.

(North at top).
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Sanvey Gate (SK 584 050) Wayne Jarvis

Work continued on land formerly part of the Richard Roberts factory site in
advance of a proposed housing development scheme (see Fig. 1). The work was
carried out by ULAS for Thomas Fish and Sons Ltd. Fieldwork has revealed more
of the Roman town defences, in addition to urban activity in the form of two stone
buildings and a road. The defences were seen to comprise a masonry wall with
granodiorite foundations some 2.9m wide. Butting up to the wall, and most likely
a later addition, were the foundations for an internal tower running some 3m
away from the wall and probably continuing c.6m parallel to it. This is the only
tower feature so far identified in Ratae, and is closely comparable to examples
from Caerwent, where they may have functioned as ballisteria (Manning 2003,
181) or as foundations for stairs up to the wall walk. Behind the town wall the
rampart survived up to 0.5m high and consisted of layers of clay, sand and gravel,
and turf stacks. To the front of the defences were the town ditches, which were
some 3m deep and 7m wide.

Within the town, the two stone founded buildings were situated some 30m and
13m from the defences respectively. Building A was a courtyard building, which
also had at least four rooms, as well as two corridors, and fronted onto a major
road that continued south into the town. Building B was most likely a strip
building more than 20m long and 6m wide and had at least four rooms. The
Sanvey Gate site is adjacent to the Vine Street excavations to the west (see below
and Fig.1), and it is possible that building B is a part of the larger structure seen at
the latter site. Adjacent to buildings A and B were yard surfaces, boundary walls,
and ditches. Earlier activity pre-dating the town defences was also identified in the
form of timber structures, ditches and pits of late 1st early 2nd date. The earliest
post-Roman deposits comprised a timber structure, identified from substantial
post holes, and a pit associated with early Anglo-Saxon pottery. A medieval
masonry building was located immediately outside the defences together with a
series of post holes, flooring and a beamslot. Pits, wells and a burial were also
located. Later pits and wells cut the infilled town ditches. A21.2003.

Manning, W. H. 2003 ‘The Defences of Caerwent’, in P. Wilson (ed.) The
Archaeology of Roman Towns, 168–183. Oxford: Oxbow.

St Peters Lane, nos. 42–44 (SK 584 046) C. Strachan

ULAS was commissioned by Shires GP Ltd to undertake a photographic survey of
the former Norman and Underwood showrooms and warehouse, prior to
demolition. The early 20th century red brick building incorporated a ‘northern
lights’ roof, the skylights of which had since been replaced.

Vaughan Way (SK 584 047) Tony Gnanaratnam

A series of phased archaeological investigations were undertaken on the site of the
former St. Margaret’s Baths by ULAS on behalf of Shires GP Ltd, as part of the
Shires West Development. The excavation was focussed on the medieval church
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and cemetery of St Peter’s (Fig. 2). This is one of the four ‘lost’ churches of
Leicester. It is probably of at least early Post-Conquest date and the Borough
Records show that it was being dismantled in 1573 to provide building materials
for the nearby Free Grammar School. It is likely that the cemetery would have
been out of use by this time. The bulk of the ground plan of the church was
revealed and this may have started as a simple two-celled building (Fig. 3), the
nave was extended and by the late 12th century a western bell tower had been
added, within which was found a large bell-casting pit. Aisles were added, the
chancel extended, and a sunken-floored charnel house built. In its final phase, it
was 32m in length. In the area surrounding the church a number of medieval
features, including pits, building remains and an oven, were found sealed beneath
the expanding cemetery. To the north east, a mud-walled building, interpreted as
a hall and an undercroft, possibly indicating high status, had been built adjacent
to the cemetery.

Some 1340 burials were recovered from the cemetery. Historical evidence
uncovered by Dr Paul Courtney suggests that the church may have only acquired
burial rights in the 12th century. Interestingly, clearly early burials seem lacking
from within the church. A number of different burial practices were seen,

North Aisle

Nave

South Aisle

Chancel

Hall?

Cemetery
Boundary

Quarry?

Undercroft

N

Va
ug
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n

W
ay

St Peter’s Lane
0 20m

Fig. 2. The location of St Peter’s church and cemetery with nearby medieval building,
possibly a hall, and its undercroft.
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including charcoal burials and variations on the use of stones as linings and
supports within the grave. Twenty-five coffined burials were revealed inside the
church, including some with a thin layer of ash within the wooden coffin. One of
these included a bulla (lead seal) of Pope Innocent VI (1352–62) perhaps originally
attached to an Indulgence. In the southwest corner of the site, a portion of a mass
grave was uncovered. The pit appears stratigraphically very early and it likely pre-
dates the Black Death. As the analysis of the site progresses, the nature and date of
this feature should become clearer.

The size of the cemetery offers a rare opportunity to examine most of the
population of a single medieval parish. Although many of the burials were inter-
cutting, survival and completeness will allow calculation of prevalence rates for
different pathologies, and begin to reconstruct meaningful demographic data. This
is enhanced by the number of clearly higher status individuals buried within the
church. Initial on-site inspection of the skeletal remains, by the project osteologist
Harriet Jacklin, indicates a number of interesting pathologies and evidence of
trauma. These include vitamin deficiencies such as anaemia, scurvy and possibly
rickets. Osteoarthritis, mainly of the spine but also of the hands and knees was
also seen. Many older adults exhibited signs of Schmorl’s nodes, possibly the
result of heavy lifting, and other evidence of vertebral trauma was also seen in the
form of scoliosis. DISH (diffuse idiopathic skeletal hyperostosis) was seen, mostly
in older individuals. It has been associated with obesity and diabetes and is
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Fig. 3. A Possible sequence of evolution for St Peter’s church.
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characterised by bone growth along the spine fusing the vertebrae. Two
individuals suffered from dislocations of hip or shoulder whilst others showed
evidence of fractures (predominately of the lower arm but also of the clavicle).
Most of these had healed well although some were misaligned. Evidence of
tuberculosis and meningitis was also seen and as well as non-specific infections in
the form of osteomyelitis, which was often advanced. Detailed scientific analysis
of the St Peter’s assemblage will complement the skeletal analysis. Stable Isotope
analysis can provide information on diet, whilst ancient human DNA analysis may
be used to investigate family relationships and to identify infectious disease.
A2.2003.

Vine Street (SK 583 048) Tim Higgins

Following evaluation (TLAHS 79, 145–6), an excavation by ULAS of a large
Roman courtyard building has been in progress in the north-east quarter of the
Roman town for Shires GP Ltd, as part of the Shires West Development (Fig. 1).
Figure 1 shows the current extent of the building complex (June 2006) which
occupies a large portion of insula XI. Excavations during 2004–5 revealed much
of the southern range of the building and what appeared to be a separate,
substantially-founded public building (Building 4) occupying the north-east corner
of the site. This report concentrate on the 2005 excavations. The courtyard
building complex (Building 1) occupies the north east quadrant of a crossroads.
Early Roman archaeological deposits were only subject to detailed investigation
where they would be directly affected by pile caps or by localised deeper
disturbances such as lift pits. Stretches of ditch had been laid out marking the lines
of the east-west and the north-south streets. Evidence for turf lines was detected
beneath the level of the first gravel street metalling, either deliberately laid or
representing the natural formation of grassland. Traces of possible early timber
buildings, represented by slots for sill beams were identified alongside the north-
south street whilst potential early yard surfaces were recorded south of the east-
west street. To the north a series of substantial post settings were revealed which
appeared to coincide with later wall lines associated with Building 4 perhaps
suggesting a timber precursor with a similar footprint.

Evidence for the southern range of Building 1 comprised a complex sequence of
robber trenches and superimposed floor surfaces with fragments of in situ walls and
footings (Fig. 1). It had clearly undergone a long evolution spanning the mid-2nd to
the 4th century with robber trench fills indicating both Roman as well as medieval
robbing which suggests remodelling with removal of some walls and perhaps the
enlargement of rooms. In one room, probably back filled during the Roman period,
a Roman hypocaust heating system was discovered, with a number of mortared
ceramic tile pilae, which supported the floor, still in situ (Fig. 4). A partially sunken-
walled, square structure was found adjacent to the hypocausted room, and may have
been a plunge bath. Some rooms and corridors had clearly had tessellated
pavements, with one substantial portion of geometric pattern preserved (Fig. 5), and
it is reasonable to suggest that the Vine Street mosaic discovered in 1830 belonged to
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Fig. 4. The Hypocaust in the Roman courtyard building at Vine Street, Leicester.

Fig. 5. Fragment of tessellated pavement from the Roman courtyard building at Vine
Street, Leicester, comprising a red and grey chequred pattern.
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this building. At the east end of the range lay a series of courtyard surfaces,
separated from the building by a granite wall which may have formed part of a
portico or porch. In between early layers of the courtyard was a crude foundation of
loose granite pieces, forming the remains of a simple building or outhouse. Building
1 appears to have declined in status towards the end of the Roman period with parts
being used for industrial or craft activities, including bone working.

Building 4, to the north (Fig. 1) appears to have been constructed in the 3rd
century, and was clearly a substantial structure, with walls up to 1.2m in thick-
ness. Although the walls were robbed, significant in-situ stone footings survived,
together with fragments of superstructure, and evidence for several phases of
mortar flooring together with make ups and other deposits within individual
rooms. Surfaces were dated by associated finds to the third century. Finds from the
second to the fourth century were also recovered, along with extensive painted
wall plaster and red clay from deposits which probably pre-dated the construction
of the building. These appeared to be demolition waste either imported or re-
deposited for reuse as make up layers beneath successive floors. The utilitarian
character of the floor surfaces may suggest that it could be a warehouse or
granary. A22.2003.

Wimbledon Street, Wimbledon House (SK 590 545) Tim Upson-Smith

NA carried out a survey of this Grade II listed former clothiers’ warehouse,
designed by William Jackson of Leicester for Hart and Levy, tailors and wholesale
clothiers, in 1870. The building is of three storeys with deep basements and is
situated on a corner plot adjoining Southampton Street. A photographic and
written record of the building demonstrated that although externally the building
has been little altered, internally the principal stair had been removed and a
modern stair had been inserted. The working floors had also been divided to
reflect changing work practices.

Humberstone, Thurmaston Lane (SK 630 067) Gerwyn Richards

An evaluation undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Persimmon Homes Ltd in
Western Area A and B of the Quakesick Valley, investigated a number of possible
archaeological features towards the southern edge of the proposed development
area identified during geophysical survey. Substantial ground disturbance had
affected the majority of the south and eastern edges of the proposed development
area. However, trench 15 uncovered a substantial multi-phased enclosure ditch,
probably of Iron Age date. Substantial ridge and furrow field systems were also
observed across large parts of the development area. A11.2004.

Mowmacre, Bursom Business Park Northeast Extension (SK 576 088) Leon Hunt

An evaluation carried out by ULAS, on behalf of Scott Wilson in 2005 and
previously in 2001, revealed at least five small linear features one of which was of
Iron Age date. A19.2001.
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Negative watching briefs in Leicester

Rutland Street: Performing Arts Centre (SK 59138 04550) NA.

LEICESTERSHIRE

All finds and records will be deposited with Leicestershire County Council under
the accession number given at the end of each entry.

Ashby de la Zouch, Manor Ash (SK 36784 17256) Ben Pears

An excavation by NA was carried out in advance of development at Ashby de la
Zouch, to investigate the site of a windmill shown on the 1st edition Ordnance
Survey map. Substantial remains of the mill were revealed which proved it was
circular in plan and constructed of brick with large rectangular cross beam
buttresses. Finds of pottery, clay pipe and glass are dated between the late 18th
and early 20th centuries. The mill was in a ruinous state from the late 1880s and
was eventually pulled down in 1930. X.A50.2005.

Ashby Folville to Thurcaston Natural Gas Pipeline 
(SK 70311 12257 – SK 57917 10535) Derek Cater

Network Archaeology Ltd undertook magnetometer, magnetic susceptibility and
fieldwalking surveys as well as archaeological evaluations by trial trenching along
the proposed line of the Ashby Folville to Thurcaston Natural Gas Pipeline.
Wherever engineering constraints allowed significant archaeological remains
revealed by these techniques were preserved in situ by amending the proposed
pipeline route. Wherever they did not, such remains were investigated by means of
open area excavations, contained within the construction corridor. These
excavations were undertaken in advance of and in tandem with construction. All
construction activities were additionally monitored by means of a permanent-
presence archaeological watching brief. This scheme of archaeological work was
commissioned by Murphy Pipelines Ltd, on behalf of National Grid. The results of
the fieldwork were as follows:

Site 2 Gaddesby (SK 6856 1215)

Open area excavations revealed three undated phases of activity, comprising
gullies, aligned postholes and pits. Although Iron Age pottery was recovered from
some features it is likely that the activity is associated with Newbold Folville
deserted medieval village (LE3769) which lies in the next field to the north.

Site 3 Gaddesby (SK 6840 1219)

Three ditches were recorded in the header trench at this location, during the
permanent-presence watching brief. Two ditches ran parallel to each other and
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were probably contemporary. One of these contained a single fragment of Iron
Age pottery, two struck flints and a small quantity of animal bone. The third ditch
had a different orientation, cut the parallel ditches and yielded no datable finds.

Site 4 Gaddesby (SK 6749 1232)

Trenches revealed a series of pits and intercutting ditches that contained late Iron
Age and Roman pottery sherds. Subsequent open area excavations revealed a
rectilinear, ditched enclosure. The fills of the enclosure ditch contained five sherds
of early or middle Iron Age pottery. A scatter of variously aligned gullies and
ditches, which would appear to have defined small land parcels, can be dated by
pottery to the middle or late Iron Age, and the early and mid-Roman periods.
Activity intensified in the late third and fourth centuries AD, when a ditched
enclosure was constructed, along with a large number of ditches that probably
defined and drained a series of land parcels. These late features are securely dated
by the large pottery assemblage that they contained.

Site 5 Queniborough (SK 6666 1266)

Trenches revealed a number of pits and ditches that contained Roman pottery
sherds. Subsequent open area excavations revealed five phases of settlement
activity, which were dated by their pottery assemblages from the late pre-Roman
Iron Age to the fourth century AD. Structural remains comprised a series of
rectilinear, intercutting ditches, a number of pits and post-holes, several hearths
and a late Roman metalled trackway.

Site 6 Queniborough (SK 6638 1274)

Trenches revealed a single feature that contained Iron Age pottery. Subsequently
four ditches, two pits and a probable posthole were recorded in the header trench,
during the permanent-presence watching brief and contained pottery of Middle
Iron Age and Late Iron Age/Early Roman date.

Site 7 Rearsby (SK 6575 1337)

A flint scatter was recorded during the field-walking survey at this location. Two
undated ditches recorded in the sections of the pipe trench during the watching
brief corresponded to ditches on the 1889 OS map, while an area of disturbance
similarly recorded was interpreted as an area of undated gravel extraction.

Site 8 Rearsby (SK 6540 1362)

Two ditches, a gully and two pits were recorded in the sections of the pipe trench
at this location. None of these features contained datable artefacts.
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Site 9 Rearsby (SK 6429 1429)

The magnetometer survey recorded a series of rectilinear anomalies at this
location; two evaluation trenches revealed them to be component parts of a third
or fourth century AD enclosure. Open area excavations revealed a poorly dated
but stratigraphically earlier group of shallow, rectilinear ditches, possibly of early
Roman date. They also uncovered more of the late Roman ditched enclosure and
a late Roman well. The cut for the well defined a cone, which was 3.3m in
diameter at the machined surface, 0.8m in diameter at its base and was at least
6.9m deep. The cut contained a cylindrical lining of coursed river-rolled cobbles,
with occasional reused quern stone fragments and worked masonry pieces. The
primary silts of the well contained three complete narrow necked pottery jars of
second to fourth century AD manufacture and a small, squat lead alloy jug, of
unusual form and probably of third or fourth century AD date. The backfill of the
well contained a large number of late-Roman pottery sherds and a rich variety of
animal bone, including two complete cattle and two complete sheep carcases. It is
not clear whether the complete vessels were subject to casual loss and the complete
animal carcases to casual discard or whether both were structured deposits. Two
Roman key-hole shaped ovens or kilns were also excavated, along with a number
of undated pits.

Site 10 Ratcliffe on the Wreake (SK 6363 1490)

Three evaluation trenches excavated above linear and pit-like anomalies revealed
during the magnetometer survey uncovered a number of pits and ditches. A
subsequent area excavation revealed three early Bronze Age pits that contained a
complete pygmy cup and the remains of at least nine collared urns, including one
upturned miniature vessel. No human bone was recovered in association with these
vessels. A single ditch was the sole feature dating to the middle Bronze Age, while
three pits were of late Bronze Age date. One of these late Bronze Age pits contained
256 sherds of pottery; the other two contained four sherds each or fewer. A number
of ditches, including a ditched enclosure and a small number of pits and post-holes
are thought to be of Iron Age date, because of their stratigraphic relationships with
dated features and their spelt-rich ecofactual assemblages. Only a single sherd of
Iron Age pottery was recovered from these features, however.

Site 11 Ratcliffe on the Wreake (SK 6301 1488)

The magnetometer survey at this site revealed a possible ditched enclosure, which
was investigated by means of three evaluation trenches. These uncovered a dense
cluster of Iron Age ditches and pits. The wealth of revealed archaeological remains
determined that the proposed pipeline route was moved one field to the south. A
single evaluation trench excavated along the revised route did not contain
archaeological remains but the watching brief revealed the southern edge of the
site discovered earlier. A short linear feature contained three sherds of late Bronze
Age or early Iron Age pottery, while a sizable assemblage of middle or late Iron
Age pottery was recovered from an enclosure ditch and four other ditches.
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Site 12 Cossington (SK 6194 1413)

The field-walking survey recorded a flint scatter and a bronze, tanged knife,
possibly of Bronze Age date. Excavations revealed a ring-gully nine metres in
diameter, a tight cluster of post- and stake-holes and two pits. These features
contained a small number of ‘prehistoric’ and Iron Age sherds.

Site 13 Cossington (SK 6140 1379)

Three linear features, three pits and two possible post-holes were recorded in the
sections of the pipe trench. None contained datable artefacts.

Site 14 Cossington (SK 6090 1277)

Two undated ditches that had been masked during the topsoil strip by a superficial
layer of alluvium were recorded in the sections of the pipe trench.

Site 15 Thurcaston (SK 5870 1077)

The geophysical survey at this site identified a pit-like anomaly whilst the field
walking survey recorded a flint scatter. Subsequent excavations recorded a rectan-
gular pit filled with fire-cracked pebbles and abundant charcoal, possibly the
remains of a burnt flint mound and associated features. An infilled boundary ditch
corresponded to a field boundary present on the 1839 Tithe Map, while a
curvilinear gully contained modern rubbish.

The fieldwork associated with this project was completed in July 2005. A draft
MAP2 post-excavation assessment and updated project design for full analysis
and publication has been completed and is currently under review. It is intended
that the significant results of the project will be published as an extended article in
TLAHS. X.A185.2004.

Ashby Magna, Gilmorton Rd (SP 5635 9035) Jon Coward

A watching brief was carried out by ULAS for Mr and Mrs S. Tuck during the
stripping of topsoil in advance of the construction of a stable block. Whilst no
archaeological finds or deposits were encountered in the area of the stable block,
removal of modern building rubble from a depression adjacent to the moated site
to the east did show some cobbling which may relate to a track way into the
earthworks. X.A43.2005.

Barkby Thorpe, King Street (SK 635 090) Giles MacFarland

Observation of topsoil stripping for a car park by Warwick Museums on behalf of
Mr A. J. Pochin on a site on the probable edge of the medieval settlement revealed
only an early 20th-century rubbish deposit and a modern trackway. The lowest
layer revealed contained a prehistoric flint flake. X.A146.2005.



ARCHAEOLOGY IN LEICESTERSHIRE AND RUTLAND 2005 229

Billesdon, Market Place (SK 720 025) Andy Hyam

ULAS undertook an archaeological evaluation in Forge Field to the rear of 5,
Market Place in advance of residential development. A small number of post
holes, pits and gullies were recorded but the only dating evidence comprised an
abraded sherd of Roman grey ware from one pit. X.A47.2005.

Birstall, Goscote Hall (SK 5894 0892) Matt Godfrey

A level 2 Building Survey of Goscote Hall, Goscote was undertaken by ULAS for
LMP Consultants in May 2005, in advance of the proposed conversion and
alteration to residential accommodation. The building is Grade II listed.

Birstall, Hallam Fields Gavin Speed

Following geophysical survey and trial trench evaluation, excavations were under-
taken by ULAS from November 2004 to May 2005 within three areas in advance
of a mixed-use residential development on behalf of Jelson Ltd. The main focus of
the excavation was an Iron Age enclosure first located by aerial photography,
situated in the south-eastern quarter of the development area (Fig. 6). A total of
c.4000sq m was stripped and recorded. The excavation revealed a large ‘D’ shaped
enclosure with a small internal annexe, pits, and at least one circular building
denoted by a two-phase circular wall slot located in the centre of the enclosure. A
pit containing an Early Bronze Age vessel was located to the east of the enclosure.
A second, smaller (and possibly earlier), ‘D’ shaped enclosure roughly mirroring
the first one and again including a circular building area, was located directly to
the north of the larger enclosure. Within the south-east corner of this was a small
sub-enclosure containing evidence for ironworking. Two other areas were opened
to the north and north-west. The features to the north consisted of shallow ditched
enclosures; however, they were without any further associated features therefore
suggesting field boundaries. The area to the north-west consisted of a rectangular
ditched enclosure, evidence for internal features was identified, however these
were substantially truncated by ploughing and therefore further interpretation is
limited. Iron Age pottery was present and through liaison with local metal
detector operators some iron tools and late Iron Age/early Roman brooches have
been recovered. X.A25. 2001.

Burbage, 45 Lutterworth Road (SP 444 927) Caroline Rann

Observation of ground-works by WM for a development of three bungalows
within the probable extent of the medieval village, on behalf of FE Downes Ltd in
November 2005 and February 2006, revealed only possible remains of ridge and
furrow ploughing and a pit and postholes with 18th/19th-century pottery.
X.A203.2005.
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Fig. 6a. General site plan.

Fig. 6b. Sub-enclosure containing evidence for iron working (centre right of general 
site plan).
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Broughton and Old Dalby, Main Road (SK 674 237) D. Parker

An evaluation was undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Truman Contractors (East
Midlands) Ltd., in advance of proposed residential development to the rear of
16–30, Main Road, Old Dalby. Six trenches were excavated from which it was
concluded that the land had remained relatively undisturbed since the medieval
period. Medieval pottery was found in the topsoil of all the trenches. Trenches 1,
2, 3, and 5 contained a number of ditches; trenches 3, 4, and 6 contained post
holes and trenches 4 and 6 contained gullies. All features were sampled and the
majority were found to contain stratified pottery dating from the 12th–14th
century. Trench 3 was situated so as to bisect an earthwork in the eastern corner
of the site. X.A.134.2005.

Broughton Astley, Sutton Farm, 177, Leicester Road, Sutton in the Elms 
(SP 512 940 and SP 521 950) John Tate

A topographical survey of ridge and furrow earthworks and an evaluation of the
floodplain areas were carried out by ULAS on behalf of Mr K. Oldham at Sutton
Farm, in advance of the proposed ground-works across the site. The evaluation was
in response to a Geophysical survey carried out by Stratascan Limited, which
revealed a number of potential archaeological features. Trial trenching revealed
very few features of archaeological significance, but did discover some ancient land
clearance evidence and a linear feature of unknown date. The topographical survey
has added a detailed overview of the extant ridge and furrow. X.A.126.2005.

Burbage, Church of St Catherine (SP 4425 9275) David Leigh

A watching brief, commissioned by JSAC, was undertaken by NA during the
dismantling of the north wall of the Church of St Catherine and ground-works for
an extension. A number of burials of 19th century and later date as well as two
brick lined burials were recorded. X.A48.2005.

Burton Lazars, Melton Road (SK 767 168) Adrian Burrow

NA carried out an evaluation of land on Melton Road on behalf of Bovis Homes,
prior to its development for housing. Features including pits, ditches and a quarry
pit, mostly dating from between the 10th and 13th centuries AD, were recorded.
X.A.141.2005.

Charley, Mount St. Bernards Abbey (SK 4595 1606) Paul Saunders

Work by Witan Archaeology and Shepshed Archaeological Fieldwork Group
investigated possible rectangular crop marks shown on aerial photographs in the
northeast corner of the field. Geophysical survey revealed areas of high resistance
that could represent building foundations. Three, 1m square test pits were
negative. Survey was undertaken within Finnegan’s Rock Enclosure, adjacent to
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Tin Meadow (SK 455 157), which recorded two large post-medieval rabbit
warrens, walls and other stone features. Field walking to the north of the
enclosure (SK 453 159) produced a post medieval blue circular glass bead. A
survey of graffiti on stands of beech trees at Poacher’s Corner may relate to WW2
Italian prisoners of war. Other carvings may be by American soldiers billeted in
the Loughborough area.

Clawson, Hose and Harby, Croft House, Long Clawson 
(SK 728 274) Leon Hunt, Jon Coward

An excavation was undertaken by ULAS in 2002 at Croft House, 32 East End, in
advance of a proposed housing development and following an archaeological
evaluation that had uncovered archaeological remains of Roman, Saxon and
Medieval date. The excavation revealed a number of structural features, most
significantly a series of intersecting gullies and post-holes, containing early
medieval pottery, which most likely represent a Saxo-Norman building and
cobbled areas, which may have represented track-ways or areas of hard standing.
Several undated post-hole features were also discovered along with various pits,
some of which contained Romano-British or early medieval pottery. Work also
included a photographic survey of a partially mud walled barn prior to
demolition. X.A127. 2002.

Countesthorpe, Main Street (SK 586 954) Matt Hurford, Luis Huscroft

A trial trench evaluation and watching brief were carried out by ULAS on land at
The Old School House. The work encountered three probable boundary ditches of
early medieval date and a number of circular and sub-circular features suggesting
the presence of buildings and domestic activity within the area. A photographic
survey was carried out on the school, constructed in two phases between 1873 and
1913, prior to redevelopment. X.A137.2005.

Freeby, Stapleford Park (SK 813 183) John Thomas

A watching brief undertaken by ULAS during the excavation of foundation
trenches for a new miniature railway station, revealed stone building foundations,
apparently demolished during the 17th or 18th century, medieval pits of the 14th
century and late medieval/early post medieval features including a ditch and
several pits. The remains are thought to relate to the deserted medieval village of
Stapleford. X.186.2005.

Frisby on the Wreake, Moss Deeping 11 Main Street 
(SK 695 177) Peter Inker

TPAU was contracted by AAB Building Services to carry out a watching brief
during groundworks for the construction of a new dwelling, on land to the rear of
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the property. Archaeological features of probable medieval date and two areas of
water-worn cobbles were observed below a deposit of alluvium. X.A206.2005.

Hallaton, Hallaton Hall (SP 790 966) Jen Browning

An evaluation carried out by ULAS on behalf of Hazel Homes and Anthony Rickett
Architects revealed fragments of walling which may represent 18th century
ancillary structures related to the hall. Earlier activity in the form of a pit and a
probable boundary ditch, yielded late Saxon and medieval pottery. X .A25.2005.

Heather and Swepstone, Cattows Farm (SK 380 110) Paul Saunders

Fieldwalking was carried out by Witan Archaeology on National Forest Tree
plantations and detected activity scatters as follows.

Moderate scatter of Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age flint and manuring
scatters of Roman, Medieval, and Post-Medieval pottery (SK 379 109).

Small scatter of Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age flint and manuring scatters
of Roman to Post-Medieval pottery (SK 385 1102).

Small scatter of Neolithic to Bronze Age flint, a manuring scatter of Roman
pottery, and dense manuring scatters of Medieval and Post Medieval pottery (SK
384 109).

Small scatters of Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age flint and saddle quern
(thought to be of Late Neolithic date) found in hedge near footpath. Moderate
manuring scatters of Medieval and Post medieval pottery (SK 376 107).

New lake excavated in the southern third of the field. Three possible postholes and
part of a ditch recorded (SK 379 107).

Moderate scatter of Late Neolithic and Early Bronze Age flint, Roman, possibly
Early Anglo-Saxon, Medieval and post-Medieval pottery (SK 380 112).

Small amount of Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age flint, Roman, Medieval and
post Medieval pottery (SK 380 110).

Fenny Drayton, St Michael And All Angels Church 
(SP 3505 9715) Tom Bradley-Lovekin

On behalf of Parkinson, Dodson and Associates, APS supervised an evaluation in
the graveyard of the medieval church, where Roman remains are already known.
Postholes and a ditch of Roman date were revealed and a large quantity of Roman
building material, including tegulae, imbrices, keyed flue tile and opus signinum,
was recovered along with pottery including samian and mortaria. This material
indicates the presence of a Roman stone-founded building in the immediate
vicinity. Medieval and later remains included a burial and the graveyard soil
containing glazed medieval floor tile and later artefacts. X.A205.2005.
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Hinckley, Trinity Lane (SP 425 941) Gary Taylor

On behalf of Barratt East Midlands, APS carried out a negative watching brief and
photographic survey of the site of the former hosiery factory of Bott & Son
designed by the Hinckley-based architects J. A. Ball and A. M. Heaton and built in
1904. X.A75.2003.

Husbands Bosworth, Oak Lodge Farm (SP 642 832) S. Jones and S. Bocock

Following the discovery of prehistoric artefacts during fieldwalking, a watching
brief was undertaken by ULAS for F. J. Garner & Sons during ground-works at
the site, which is in the vicinity of a scheduled Neolithic causewayed enclosure
(SAM 17096). A possible prehistoric pit was found during stripping for the access
road, which contained burnt sandstone, charcoal and a single grain of barley,
thought to be the remains of a hearth. Unstratified flint implements were also
recovered. X.A161.2005.

Lockington, St.Nicholas Church (SK 467 279) Lee Elliott

A watching brief, conducted on behalf of Lockington PCC during renewal of the
drain runs and soak-aways on the north side of the church, revealed the probable
foundations of the 19th century Storey Burial Vault demolished in 1955.
X.A157.2005.

Lutterworth, Spring Close (SP 5427 8419) Peter Thompson

Further observation of foundation trenches during house construction was carried
out by WM on behalf of Parker-Lake Homes Ltd on land to the rear of 31
Woodmarket. Two undated boundary ditches were recorded. X.A4.2004.

Market Harborough, Airfield Farm (SP 721 891) Ailsa Westgarth

NA carried out trial excavations, on behalf of JSAC and William Davis Ltd., after
geophysical survey had indicated an enclosure with a trackway. Flooded trenches
prevented full excavation, however, ditches were located which coincided with the
trackway and the enclosure. Several sherds of probable Iron Age pottery were
recovered from a curvilinear ditch within the enclosure.

Medbourne, Slawston Lane, Back Field 
(SK 793 932) Jeremy Taylor, Vicki Score

Collaboration between Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Fieldwork Group,
the University of Leicester, and Leicesterhire County Council Archaeological
Services Team led to a research excavation on the site of the Roman ‘small’ town,
which was featured on Time Team’s Big Roman Dig. Features identified through
Geophysical survey by GSB undertaken over a large part of the town were
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investigated in three trenches. Trench 01 was located within the core of the
settlement seen on the geophysical survey, and over a test-pit that had previously
revealed two skeletons (thought to be late Roman or Anglo-Saxon in date), whilst
Trench 02 was opened over a test-pit that had produced Anglo-Saxon pottery (Fig.
7). A third small trench was excavated to the south-east of the site.

Trench 01 located over 20 graves oriented east-west as well as a large ditch
running north-west to south-east across the excavated area. The latter produced a
coin of Gratian dating c. AD367–83 in one of its uppermost fills into which
several of the graves were cut, suggesting a burial date from the end of the 4th
century at the earliest. All of the skeletons were buried lying face up, with their
heads to the west, and with their hands crossed (Fig. 8). The lack of Anglo Saxon
pottery in the graves (though found extensively across the site elsewhere) suggests
that the cemetery recorded in Trench 01 pre-dates this period and it may well
contain the last inhabitants of Roman Medbourne. Two of the skeletons were
lifted, a male aged about 45 and a female around 35 years old. Other features
noted in this trench included a number of small gullies and a thick layer of dark
soil at the north end of the trench, which produced a range of pottery of mid-first
to fourth century date.

Geophysical survey suggested that Trench 02 lay right on the southern edge of
the Roman town. The trench revealed a large boundary ditch, demarcating one
enclosure within the settlement identified on the geophysical survey, which
contained a large amount of Roman pottery spanning the late first to fourth
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Fig. 7. Plot of the geophysical survey showing the location of excavation trenches.
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centuries AD. South of the ditch, however, a number of features were seen running
on a completely different alignment. These included ditches that appear to mark
out the route of a drove way, and a number of drainage gullies full of stone that
could be associated with buildings. The large quantity of Anglo-Saxon pottery
found in them suggests that these are early to middle Anglo-Saxon features and
that the stone rubble was probably robbed from Roman buildings.

The third trench was opened in an area known as the ‘Old Churchyard’ prior
to enclosure of the Parish, and the 1835 Stanley estate map records an isolated
churchyard here. Although the area was badly disturbed, two skeletons were
uncovered, aligned east-west, along with a rough cobbled surface. Small quantities
of possibly residual Roman pottery were found within both graves and one of the
skeletons was buried with a tanged iron knife, possibly of Anglo-Saxon date. It
seems possible therefore that these disturbed skeletons could be part of an Anglo-
Saxon cemetery. X.A140.2005.

Melton Mowbray, 14–24 Sherrard Street (SK 750 190) Steve Jones

Following evaluation in 2002 (TLAHS 77, 143–44), a small excavation in June of
the same year revealed further well-preserved remains of street frontage and

Fig. 8. Four of the trench 01 graves on excavation.
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backyard archaeology in the form of pits, ovens and hearths, walls and floor
layers, relating to domestic and industrial occupation, dating from the medieval
through to the post-medieval period. X.A76.2002.

Misterton, Wakeley Farm, North Kilworth (SP 584 843) Gerwyn Richards

A photographic survey and negative watching brief were undertaken by ULAS on
behalf of Ames Developments Ltd during conversion of a group of 19th century
farm buildings. X.A190.2004.

Nevill Holt, Nevill Holt Hall (SP 816 937) Leon Hunt

ULAS undertook an evaluation and watching brief during the development of a
stage and orchestra pit in the stable block. The evaluation revealed many archaeo-
logical features including a pit containing medieval pottery and a series of walls,
which may be the remains of the hospital that occupied the site in the 17th
century. The watching brief also revealed some significant archaeological features.
X.A42.2005.

Ravenstone, Alton Grange Farm (SK 392 140) Paul Saunders

Witan Archaeology surveyed two wooded areas to the south of the farm.
Normanton Wood (on the 1835 OS map) had extensive ridge and furrow within
its boundary, running north east to south west, and evidence of coppiced alders on
its northern side. Jubilee wood, to the north, appears much later in date with an
earlier field boundary and possible track running north / south through its centre.
A partial fieldwalking survey (SK 393 140) produced a discoidal flint scraper.

Rothley, The Grange (SK 5867 1273) Neil Lambert

Oxford Archaeology carried out a field evaluation which revealed evidence for a
Christian cemetery, possibly Romano-British in date, within the south-western
corner of the development area. X.A174.2005.

Rothley Lodge Farm (SK 592 140) Leon Hunt

A field evaluation was carried out by ULAS in advance of the development of new
industrial units on the site and archaeology, dated to the late Neolithic and early
Bronze Age, was discovered in several of the twenty-six trenches excavated
(TLAHS 79, 152). Consequently, full excavation was undertaken across three
large disparate areas at the base of a steep incline. This stripping exposed many
pits and post-holes of varying sizes, many containing small amounts of archaeo-
logical material and some containing very large quantities of finds, including flint
tools, pottery and a unique carved stone.

The geology of the area varied from sand and gravel to Mercia Mudstone group
clay and boulder clay. The three excavated areas were located along a similar
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contour, close to the base of a steep hill. Areas 01 and 02 were on Mercia mudstone
and boulder clay whilst Area 03 was located on sand and gravel close to the western
bank of the River Soar. Despite many years of heavy ploughing the archaeology was
very well preserved, having been buried under a considerable amount of colluvium,
which had also preserved the original land surface in some areas.

Although pits containing a small amount of flint and sherds of Grooved Ware
pottery were discovered in Area 03, it was Area 01 that yielded the biggest
concentration of archaeological features and a wealth of Neolithic artefacts. A
small circular pit was found to contain Grooved Ware from a single vessel, animal
bone, calcined flint tools, a large stone rubber and two ceramic balls, one of which
was complete and was the size of a golf ball. The lithics included a flint axe that
had been heated to the point of fragmentation. A larger pit, which appeared to
have been recut and refilled several times, contained pottery and flint, including a
broken axehead.

Most significant of all the features was a large, amorphous, flat-based pit, c.5m
in diameter which may have been the remains of a sunken-featured building. The
fill produced several thousand finds including decorated sherds, a large lithic
assemblage and a remarkable engraved stone plaque displaying figurative art.

The lithic finds included several thousand flint flakes, 25 flint scrapers, flint
arrowheads and two Group XX (Charnwood) polished stone axes, which had
been deliberately destroyed. The ceramic finds appear to consist mainly of
Grooved Ware of Woodlands style, many of which had been highly decorated.

The stone plaque, most likely part of a larger piece, was roughly triangular in
shape and measured c.200 x 135 mm (Fig. 9). It was made of local, finely grained
sandstone, probably derived from a skerry bed in the Mercia Mudstone deposits.
As a complete artefact it would have been symmetrical, possibly showing a stylised
face with a rectangular frame. The face was built up from lines of varying
thickness and could be interpreted as showing eyes, nose and a mouth.

Parallels for Grooved Ware can be drawn from sites such as Aleck Low in
Derbyshire and Eye Kettleby and Braunstone in Leicestershire, which also appear
to contain sunken-featured buildings. Artefacts such as the stone rubber, the
ceramic ball and the plaque appear to be unique in this context. Engraved plaques
do appear associated with Grooved Ware, for example in Amesbury in Wiltshire,
but not with figurative art. The most convincing parallels with the Rothley plaque
are the stylised faces carved upon the chalk drums found in 1889 in a barrow on
Folkton Wold, East Yorkshire. X.A240.2004.

Sapcote, former Lord Bassett Arms (SP 489 935) Bryn Gethin

A watching brief carried out by WM on behalf of Mr N. Salt, revealed the cellar of
the former pub demolished in October 2005 and an undated pebble running along
the street frontage, which may represent an earlier surface of the High Street.
X.A197.2005.
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Shepshed, Church Street (SK 4800 1977) Paul Cope-Faulkner

A watching brief undertaken by APS for Walsh Properties Ltd., revealed an
undated quarry pit sealed by a post-medieval subsoil. Post-medieval dumping and
a drystone revetment wall, along with artefacts of medieval and later date, were
also recorded. X.A44.2005.

Sibson, Manor Farm (SK 3536 0096) Richard Sheppard

On behalf of Mr C. Blood, TPAU undertook historic building recording of a later
18th century farm complex. Both the documentary and structural evidence points
to a later 18th century date for the original 3-bay part of the barn, and the
surviving south part of the east range. The barn was extended by two further bays
in the early-mid-19th century and new north and east ranges were built to cope
with a change of emphasis towards cattle-rearing in the second half of the 19th
century. X.A179.2005.

Sibson, St. Botolph’s Church (SK 3542 0090) Gary Taylor

An evaluation undertaken by APS on behalf of the PCC, adjacent to the north and
south walls of the chancel, revealed an earlier phase of wall foundations, perhaps
from a buttress or former chancel. A graveyard soil containing human bones and
pottery and tile of post-medieval date, was also recorded. X.A197.2004.
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Sproxton, Holderness House, Back Street, Saltby (SK 851 261) Leon Hunt

Trial trenching undertaken by ULAS for Mr and Mrs S. Wells revealed a section of
wall and a yard surface of unknown date. X.A147.2005.

Stoke Golding, Park House (SP 397 971) Bryn Gethin

Salvage recording carried out by WM, on behalf of Mr and Mrs J. D. Hall,
uncovered numerous medieval features. Limited excavation defined a series of
inter-cutting ditches and gullies which may have formed successive property
boundaries to the rear of the street frontage. Pottery possibly dating from as early
as the 10th century and up to the 15th century came from these features, whilst a
number of later pits dated from the late 18th and early 19th centuries, were also
recorded. A silver penny of King Eadgar (959–975) was recovered from the ditch
which contained what appeared to be the earliest pottery. Service trenches running
up to the current property boundary with the main street uncovered the founda-
tions of a stone wall in three different places. This probably represents the
boundary wall of the large country house shown on a map of 1637 as ‘The
Mansion House’. X.A167.2005.

Syston, Barkby Lane (SK 621 105) Gavin Speed

Trial trenching undertaken by ULAS in advance of a proposed residential develop-
ment revealed evidence for three archaeological features, two undated, and one of
a post-medieval/modern date. XA138.2005.

Thurlaston, New Hall Park Farm (SK 507 003) L. Hunt, J. Tate, and S. Jones

A watching brief, undertaken by the ULAS on behalf of J. R. & R. A. Johnson in
2004, within the area of the scheduled moated earthwork site (SMR reference
SP58NE.N) uncovered walls and other features containing finds ranging from the
12th century through to the 15th century. X.A20.2005.

Thurnby, St Luke’s Church (SK 647 039) Caroline Rann

Observation of ground-works by WM on behalf of the PCC for a new extension
against the north aisle of the church revealed foundations of concrete and masonry
relating to the 19th-century rebuilding of the north aisle. X.A9.2006.

Waltham-on-the-Wold, Stoneleigh, 17 High Street 
(SK 8042 2503) Adrian Butler, Iain Soden

NA undertook buildings assessment of a complex of late 18th or 19th century
farm buildings which had been significantly modified due to changes in agricul-
tural practice.
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Walton on the Wolds, Loughborough Road (SK 5918 1983) Richard Sheppard

A watching brief undertaken by TPAU on behalf of Mr and Mrs Harman on land to
the rear of The Old Manor House, revealed medieval features including one
containing Stamford ware and splashed ware, and a wide ditch, probably a furrow,
containing pottery ranging in date from the 12th to the 15th century. X.A178.2005.

Whitwick, Forest Road (SK 452 151) Paul Saunders

Field-walking by Witan Archaeology of a previously recognised Late Neolithic
and Early Bronze Age site produced a twelve flint tools and waste flakes and two
medieval sherds.

Wibtoft, Alma House, Watling Street (SP481877) Ben Jeffs

A watching brief undertaken by Blackfreighter Archaeology on behalf of Michael
Stanhope, revealed some evidence of earlier agricultural boundaries and ponds
respected by ploughed-out ridge and furrow. X.A3.2005.

Willoughby Waterleys, Manor Farm, Main Street (SP 577 924) Leon Hunt

A watching brief undertaken by the ULAS revealed a hollow way in section
(extant to the north of the site), surfaces of a possible early medieval date, that
may have been associated with a farmyard, a ditch dated to the late medieval
period and evidence for a farmyard wall. X.A37.2003.

Wymondham, Rookery Lane (SK 8463 1851) Barry Lewis, Jenny Brown

A watching brief, carried out by TPAU on behalf of Mr and Mrs Wilcox, recorded
a possible medieval pit and retrieved eighteen pieces of worked flint of Mesolithic
and Late Neolithic date including a core and a chisel arrowhead. X.A177.2005.

Negative watching briefs in Leicestershire 
(All undertaken b ULAS unless otherwise stated.)

Anstey: 218–224 Bradgate Road (SK 5409 0895); Asfordby: Main Street (SK 710
191); Barrow upon Soar: Gray’s Court (SK 577 176) NA; Birstall: Goscote Hall
(SP 58940, 08920); Breedon-on-the-Hill: Cloud Hill Quarry (SK 408 220) NA;
Breedon-on-the-Hill: Cloud Hill Quarry, North West Tip Extension (SK 408 221)
OA; Cotesbach: Main Street (SP 536 822) APS; Earl Shilton: Glenaber, 59 Church
Street (SP 470 982) NA; Elmsthorpe: Billington Rough (SP 4595 9575); Hallaton:
Glebe Cottage, 15, Churchgate (SP785 965) NA; Harby: Green Lane (SK 7496
3101) APS; Hinckley: Wood Street (SP 429 940); Loughborough: Grange Park
(SK 5330 1660) NA (2004); Loughborough: The Coneries/Sparrow Hill (SK 565
373); Market Bosworth: The Black Horse (SK 406 030); Market Harborough:
Coventry Road (SP 616 835) APS; Market Harborough: 28, Fairfield Road (SP
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732 875); Melton Mowbray: Asfordby Valley flood defences (SK 718 192) TPAU;
Melton Mowbray: Nottingham Road and St Bartholomews Way (SK 742 210);
Mowsley: Main Street (SP 647 891) NA; North Kilworth: Green Lane (SP 616
835) APS; Norton Iuxta Twycross: The Cedars, 23, Main Street (SK 3244 0680)
WM; Plungar: Frog Lane (SK 7674 3380) TPAU; Ratby: New Library (SK 512
059) NA; Redmile: Post Office Lane (SK798 354); Scraptoft: Main Street (SK 646
057) APS; Seagrave: Whitehouse Farm, 2, Church Street (SK 620 176);
Sileby:Cygnet Close (SK 6050 1522) APS; South Croxton: 32 King’s Lane (SK
6900 1002) APS; Sutton Cheney: Bosworth Battlefield Visitor Centre (SK 4035
0005) WM; Sutton Cheney: Bosworth Road (SK 416 004) APS; Swinford: (SP
5643 7890) OA; Swinford: Junction 19, M1 motorway (SP 561 783); Swinford:
Rugby Road, The Old Corner House (SP 569 794) NA; Syston: 66, High Street
(SK 62 11); Syston: 2–4, Millstone Lane (SK 62 11); Thurcaston: Mill Farm (SK
568 112); Thurmaston: Barkby Thorpe Lane (SK 46214 31010); Ullesthorpe:
Forge House, College Street (SP 505 878) WM Wanlip: Stonehill High School (SK
5953 1011) APS; Whetstone: 71 High Street (SP 556 975) NA (2004);
Wymondham: Glebe Road (SK 841 185) OA.

RUTLAND

All archives will be deposited with Rutland County Museum (RCM) under
accession given at the end of each entry. Accession numbers are pending in some
cases.

Barrowden, Welland Farm, Main Street (SK 949 000) Matt Hurford

An evaluation undertaken by ULAS uncovered the stone walls of an agricultural
building demolished between 1886 and 1900, fragments of a yard or floor of
unknown date and two possible quarry pits which may be associated with the
construction of buildings in the medieval period. RT042005.

Great Casterton, Home Farm Yard, Old Great North Road 
(TF 000 088) Tom Bradley-Lovekin, Gary Taylor

A watching brief at the southern edge of the Roman town proved to be negative
but work also included recording of 18th century Grade II listed farm buildings.
Phases of refurbishment and redevelopment in the late 18th or early 19th century
and the latter part of the 20th century we recorded.

Greetham, Greetham Quarry Extension (SK 930 149) James Harvey

Following geophysical survey ULAS carried out an evaluation which found
evidence for a Mid-Late Iron Age farmstead enclosure in the northern part of the
development area. Finds from the excavation of pits and ditches included pottery
and disarticulated human remains. RT02.2005.
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Greetham, St Mary’s Church (SK 9246 1467) Mark Peachey

On behalf of St Mary’s PCC, staff of APS carried out a watching brief which
observed a buttress foundation and the 19th century vestry wall footings.

Manton, The Priory (SK 881 047) John Tate

A watching brief undertaken by ULAS on behalf of Mr J. Booth, revealed stratified
archaeological deposits and pottery from the Roman through to the Post-medieval
periods. Two field system alignments from the Saxo-Norman to Medieval periods
were discovered along with a Medieval to Late Medieval wall and cobbled surface
probably associated with the Priory. RT012005.

Oakham, Mill Street (SK 8614 0862) Paul Cope-Faulkner

A watching brief, carried out by APS for M. Potts, revealed a group of post-
medieval refuse pits and a ditch. A large quantity of 18th century and later
artefacts was recovered.

Oakham, Oakham School (SK 861 088) Rachel Hall

Prior to its demolition, APS carried out a photographic survey of the Hodges
Building at Oakham School on behalf of Pick Everard. This recording indicated
that it was of two-storey mock-Tudor style construction. One main phase of con-
struction in the mid 19th century was noted, though there was evidence of
extensive modifications carried out in the later 20th century.

Preston, Glebe Farm (SK 8713 0233) David Knight

TPAU undertook the recording of redundant 19th and 20th century farm
buildings for Mr & Mrs Atkinson in advance of conversion to domestic use.

Seaton, West Farm (SP 9005 9823) Gerwyn Richards

Following an evaluation commissioned by Rutland Country Homes, ULAS
undertook excavation in 2004 across two areas covering approximately 1840m
square. Despite considerable 20th century truncation, a large number of features
dating between the 12th and 14th century were identified in Area 1 and find
dating from the Iron Age, Romano-British, Saxon and Medieval periods was
recovered. A substantial stone-built feature of 19th century date was uncovered
within Area 2 together with a single linear feature. RA022002.

Stretton, Stretton Road (SK 9465 1535) Paul Cope-Faulkner

An archaeological strip, map and sample exercise was undertaken by APS for
Showman’s Land Development Co. Ltd in an area of prehistoric remains alongside
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the Ermine Street Roman road. A Saxo-Norman pit containing substantial parts of
a Stamford ware pitcher and a quantity of iron smelting slag was revealed, and
may have been a tapping pit associated with iron smelting furnaces, indicated by
areas of burnt or heat-affected deposits. A second slag deposit was also identified.
Remnants of ridge and furrow agriculture, together with a post-medieval ditch
and parts of a small stone structure, perhaps a field shelter, also of post-medieval
date were also recorded.

Tinwell, Casterton Lane (TF 0055 0645) Paul Cope-Faulkner

APS maintained a watching brief on behalf of Hereward Homes Ltd., which
recorded a medieval pit together with an undated ditch. A post-medieval ditch and
a soak-away were also noted. Artefacts of medieval to recent date were recovered.

Thistleton, Rutland (SK 910 173) Steven Morris

An evaluation was undertaken on land for a proposed quarry and an access (haul)
road. Geophysical and fieldwalking surveys were followed by trial trenching
which identified dispersed areas of Iron Age and Roman occupation. The late Iron
Age occupation was located in two areas, one comprising a group of gullies, pits
and postholes, the other an isolated ring ditch. The Roman occupation was
characterised by ditches and gullies together with the occasional pit. The few finds
suggest the occupation is on the periphery of a settlement, with the linear features
representing part of a field system. There was a widespread pattern of furrows
across most of the site, relating to medieval ridge and furrow cultivation. Finds
included Roman and medieval pottery, animal bone, a coin, and a fragment of
lava quern. The access road is divided into east and west parts by Fosse Lane along
a 2.25km route. To the east of Fosse Lane was a single possible Iron Age ditch. To
the west of Fosse Lane were features associated with Thistleton Roman town,
characterised by a metalled road and surfaces, stone structures (walls and an oven
or kiln), ditches and gullies, pits and postholes, and a single grave. Two large
features were probably quarry pits, both Roman in date. Finds included Roman
pottery, animal bone, three coins, a brooch, a copper casket fitting and a fragment
of glass. Oakrm 2005.21.

Thorpe by Water, The Cutting, Main Street (SK 894 964) Andy Mudd

A watching brief undertaken by NA revealed two shallow, inter-cutting gullies
running parallel. One was traced further in the wall footings. Sample excavation
yielded a few eroded sherds of coarse pottery of probable late Iron Age date and
one Roman sherd. The findings add to the evidence of Roman occupation nearby,
which was suggested by the pottery from a watching brief on the adjacent plot in
2003. 14.2005
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Uppingham (SK861070) Lynden Cooper, Elaine Jones

The Rutland Local History and Record Society’s Archaeological Team investi-
gated a prehistoric lithics scatter in the ‘Poor Field’, Uppingham, in 2004. Some
861 flint artefacts were recorded. Typo-technological study suggests that they are
mostly Mesolithic in date but earlier and later material is apparent. Two backed
blades may be attributed to the Late Upper Palaeolithic. The Mesolithic element
included cores, debitage and tools. The microlith repertoire included 13 obliquely
truncated points, a trapeze and a crescent. The oblique points probably indicate an
Early Mesolithic date. The site is situated near to a spring issue on Northampton
Sand, a situation recorded for many Mesolithic sites in this area. A full report
(Jones 2005 – RLHRS Arch Team No R56) is lodged with the Rutland County
Museum.

Uppingham, North Street East (SP 8676 9975) Gavin Kinsley

An evaluation and watching-brief was carried out by TPAU for Somerfield Stores
Limited. The former ground surface had clearly been truncated by existing
buildings, and only post-medieval features were found. A recent brick floor lay at
the frontage and the remains of a post-medieval stone-walled building, drains and
a cobbled yard were found in the centre of the site. At the rear lay a number of
small pits or postholes and a stone and brick structure. 2006.4 (Rutland Museum).

Uppingham, School Lane (SP 866 997) Rachael Hall

An evaluation and watching brief undertaken by APS for Uppingham School,
identified an undated probable stone garden feature and several 19th century pits
and two undated postholes. Building recording was also undertaken on a cellar and
the southern gable of the range of 19th century buildings. Cartographic evidence
revealed that separate free-standing buildings had been located in the area, with the
gaps between them subsequently being infilled and some of the original structures
then demolished. The southern gable of the range was identified as a former
northern wall of one of the demolished buildings, and contained a blocked fireplace
and an inserted window. During the demolition of the wall a stone block inscribed
‘]r. Anno’, perhaps part of a reused date or grave stone, was recovered.

Negative Watching Briefs in Rutland 
(All undertaken by ULAS unless otherwise stated.)

Cottesmore: 30, Main Street (SK 9015 1360); Greetham: Main Street (SK 9288
1434) NA; Seaton: Silver Birches (SK 904 983); Empingham: Mill Lane (SK 9577
0883) APS; Langham: Melton Road (SK 842 109) APS; Lyddington: Bedehouse
(SP 875 971) APS; Uppingham: 32, Stockerston Road; Whissendine: Hortons
Lane (SK 8306 1410) APS; Whissendine: Main Street (SK 828 123 – SK 831 143)
APS.
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